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I N THE death of Sir P. C. RAY, India has lost one of 
her great scientists. His passing will not be felt 

alone by the world of science, for his was not a life spent 
in the confines of a laboratory. 'Like all truly great men 
he cave of himself richly; he had an impassioned inter- 
est& the progress of humanity. 
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The education of Prafulla Chandra R&y was well 
fitted to prepare him for the role he was to play as a 
searcher after truth, as a teacher, as a humanist. His 
early schooling was received in India where, a t  21, his 
excellent academic record brought him one of the two 
Gilchrist Scholarships, which permitted him to continue 
his higher studies in Europe. He obtained his DSc. 
degree from the University of Edinburgh in 1888 on a 
thesis in inorganic chemistry. During his sojourn a t  
Edinburgh he was a fellow student of Alexander Smith 
and James Walker; he derived much inspiration from 
Crum Brown, his teacher. 

He returned to India in 1889 and was appointed As- 
sistant Professor of Chemistry a t  the Presidency Col- 
lege in Calcutta; in 1911 he became its Senior Pro- 
fessor. In 1916 he joined the University College of 
Science as Palit Professor of Chemistry and here con- 
tinued his inspirational teaching and research. Besides 
several hundred original papers on chemical topics, 

P. C. RAy published his "History of Hindu Chemistry." 
These two volumes (1902, 1908) were the scholarly fruit 
of 15 years of painstaking research and are a splendid 
contribution to the history of science. His autobio- 
graphical volumes (1932, 1935) entitled "Life and Ex- 
periences of a Bengali Chemist" have been character- 
ized as "containing a message of highest endeavor, pul- 
sating with vitality and intellectual force." 

Among his other contributions to the field of science 
were the founding of a school of chemistry and the in- 
auguration of the Indian Chemical Society. In con- 
nection with the latter, an example of his generosity 
may be cited. He donated 12,000 rupees toward its 
building fund. This characteristic generosity was 
evinced in many other ways. In 1921, in his 60th year, 
he started his annual custom of giving his salary to the 
University, a donation which he continued until his 
retirement in 1936. Out of this fund several research 
prizes have been established. In 1902, Prafulla Chan- 
dra gave his shares in the Bengal Chemical and Phar- 
maceutical works, which he had founded two years 
earlier, to form a Board of Trustees for conducting a 
school and carrying out other benevolent enterprises in 
his native village in the district of Khulna. 

This esteemed chemist and teacher was sent to 
Europe several times by the Government of Bengal. 
Honorary degrees were conferred by the Universities of 
Durham, Calcutta, Decca, and Benares. In 1911 he 
was made a Companion of the Order of the Indian Em- 
pire and he was knighted after the first World War. 
In 1920 he was elected General President of the Indian 
Science Congress and, some years later, was made an 
Honorary Fellow of the Akademie of Munich and of the 
London Chemical Society. 

His efforts as a social reformer and his philanthropi- 
cal activities showed not only his unfailing generosity 
but his stern adherence to unselfnh and humanitarian 
principles. politically, he favored self-government and, 
convinced that an India tom by dissension among her 
people could never achieve independence, he fought 
strongly for Hindu-Moslem unity. In P. C. RAY, 
India has lost a great man, one who found the strength 
to express his nobility of soul in many fields, each of 
which will long cherish the inspiration that contact with 
him brought in such full measure. Little wonder that 
he was often called "the saint of science." 

The higher men climb, the longer their working day. Leoders hove no ofice hours, 

324 


